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Statement on the Agreement for
Redress to Victims of Nazi Slave
and Forced Labor
June 12, 2000

I am very pleased that a major hurdle to
agreement on the historic German initiative
dealing with wrongs arising from World War
II has now been overcome. I am pleased to
announce that there is now agreement on the
mechanism for providing enduring and all-
encompassing legal peace for German com-
panies. This is an important day for those
victims of Nazi-era wrongs who have waited
50 years for justice. It is also an important
day for Chancellor Schroeder and German
companies. They have shown remarkable
leadership in trying to rectify the wrongs
committed during the Nazi era.

I hope the German Parliament, whose
leaders have been involved in these negotia-
tions, will be able to complete their work on
legislation expeditiously so that payments to
the victims can begin this year.

German-American relations are based on
our common commitment to human dignity
coming from a shared history of democracy
for over 50 years. This unique German initia-
tive, reaching out to victims of the 20th cen-
tury’s most horrible tragedy, will convey dra-
matically to the entire world Germany’s com-
mitment to justice and human rights. Our
countries are entering the new millennium
together determined to protect the inviola-
bility of human dignity.

Remarks Honoring Senator
Christopher J. Dodd
June 12, 2000

Thank you very much, Rosa. I want to
thank you and Stan for your friendship, and
I want to thank you for being graceful
enough not to say that in 1980, when Chris
Dodd got elected, I became the youngest ex-
Governor in the history of America. [Laugh-
ter]

I want to thank Chris and Jackie for trust-
ing me to get up here at the podium tonight.
And Senator Daschle and Senator
Lieberman, thank you for what you said and
for your friendship. Boy, ol’ Bob Dole was

great, wasn’t he? [Laughter] He owes me a
lot, Bob Dole does. [Laughter] I mean, if
it weren’t for me, he’d be just like all us gray-
haired 50-year-olds, he’d have to pay for his
Viagra. [Laughter] We’ve had a lot of fun,
Senator Dole and I have, in the last 31⁄2 years.
And we had a little fun before. But I appre-
ciate his coming tonight.

And I want to thank Father Fluet for his
prayer and his remarks, quoting that wonder-
ful chapter from Matthew. It so captures the
political philosophy of Chris Dodd. He did
ask me, he said, ‘‘You know, Mr. President,
they say I only have 3 minutes, and I need
more than 3 minutes. Can I have more than
3 minutes?’’ I said, ‘‘You’re Chris Dodd’s
priest. If I could do it, I’d make you a car-
dinal’’. I said, ‘‘Take whatever you want.’’
[Laughter]

It’s an amazing crowd of people here to-
night and not all of them want to be Vice
President. [Laughter] But a lot do. I just
want to say, this really says something about
Chris Dodd. In addition to Senator
Lieberman and Senator Daschle and Rep-
resentative DeLauro here, we either have
now, or we have had—because some of them
had to leave and go vote—listen to this: Sen-
ator Lautenberg from New Jersey; Senator
Reed from Rhode Island; Senator Reid from
Nevada; Senator Akaka from Hawaii; Senator
Wellstone from Minnesota; Representatives
Larson, Maloney, and Gejdenson, obviously
from Connecticut; Representative Pelosi
from California, who just came in; Rep-
resentative Chet Edwards from Texas; Rep-
resentative Sherrod Brown from Ohio. Those
are just the ones I saw.

Now, what does that tell you? They want
Chris Dodd’s contributor list. [Laughter]

I want to say a couple of things very briefly.
First, I would like to associate myself with
every good thing that’s been said about Chris
Dodd tonight. I want to thank, on behalf of
myself and Hillary, Chris and Jackie, for
being such good friends, for the private time
we’ve spent together—time playing golf,
time just having dinner, time talking about
our family, our friends, our dreams.

I want to thank Chris Dodd for making
it possible for the first bill I signed as Presi-
dent, over 7 years ago now, to be the family
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